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Night under the river. Where guilt
shops dressed as paperwork.
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Claw never liked markets. Too many people selling certainty.

CLEAN GETAWAY,
“TWO SOBBING BYSTANI

ONE PRIEST, NO
CCONTRADICTIONS.

Tonight we offer '\
freedom before
the blood dries.




Madam Ledger:
Lot final. An imperial-grade
IBI alibi package for a death of
civic interest.
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ibi for a murder. An alibi for my murder. m}:i
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Authentic timeline
laced in district.

ﬂ% Placing me dead.
N While the killer...

is untouched. Y




Caption: He runs when he =
has to. He just hates making ESeE=————
it look urgent.

You smell like
wet iron and bad
decisions.

Then I got
the cheap
package.

You said you'd

| beat the moon

J P §
bribed it




It wasn't just a cover story. It was architecture.
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They planned
how I'd be
corrected.

; They planned
how you'd be
doubted.
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= e truth gets assigned a role.

Everyone around thi

NEIGHBOR & WITNESS ASSIGNMENTS (Gunshots)

« Phineas Reed: To swear he heard a second
shot, delayed and distinct.

« Elara Clove: To describe the first shot as
muffed and distant.

« Milo Barnacle: To insist a third shot,
impossible in number, was echoing.

CLERK & BUREAUCRACY ASSIGNMENTS (Addresses) Ji

« Toren Haws (Gill’s): To confirm a specific
address on the receipt was the incorrect one.

« M. Cobb (Bureau): To have a record of a
different registered address on official transit.

OFFICIAL & PUBLIC FIGURE ASSIGNMENTS (Pity)

« Silas ‘Gill’ Thorne (Alderman): To use his
influence to ensure silence through
profound empathy and ‘pity” for the family.

« Barnacle Bess (Priestess): To preach

. forgiveness for all things during this trying time. [

Whoever bought
this didn’t pay to kill
you. They paid to
survive me.

Good. Then I'll
ruin the singing




Every city has a church for liars.
This one just charges by the verse.

oir: We saw him
fall at quarter past
eleven.

)

Choir: We saw him They're teaching
fall at quarter past grief like a trade
cleven. | skill. z

sir, rehearsal
is private.




WHO BOUGHT
THE PACKAGE?

WE DON'T
LEARN NAMES. ONLY
AFTERMATH.
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They had already measured the
neighborhood for mourning.
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&/ The nice man
said it was for
remembering.




The real altar was
always the bookkeeping.
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You sold a murde(,
S - achorus, and a script
You have cost | [ idow.
me confidence. Send me the - e

Confidence is invoice at my
billable. ) funeral.

No. | sold
continuity.
Clients hate
|oose emotion.
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i was. The flaw only a bookkeeper would trust.
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That discrepancy
was supposed to be
corrected.

| can give you
the handoff. Not
the hand.
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Nothing terrifies professionals like a flaw in paperwork.




I’'m buying time
That's a cheaper product.

mercy.
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You're buying
your own alibi now.

Somebody invested in my death
before they tried to earn it.




Not a murder weapon. A permission slip.

]




|

Vale Quill. He filed death like weather.

Basement
ledger vault.
Tide level door.

Good.
| like officials
who label their
sins.

{ endings that
|l read clean.
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My family had already been filed under surviving errors.
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You were
supposed to be much
quieter by now.
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Paperwork can strangle a life long after the body stops fighting.

We're done
I've got the case.
's between
you and me.

Now it"

You didn’t want
me dead. You wanted
me believable.

Mw\ \\\\\\\\\&&

obedient.

Violence is
crude. Records are
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I only bought time.




Eoode: 43 (Vipe,) e Jasper Ve,

Eode: 72 (Cregts”) = Aame: Elapg pea
2 (Dagge,) — Name: sijqq rpin

P current, [ e A-codes p,

en.
r down. The market stayed op
One buyei

Quiet determination
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